8vo., Paris, 1836 I. The Anatomy of the Lymphatic System.
It lias been generally stated in most works on descriptive anatomy that lymphatic vessels may be discovered in every part of the human body, except in the substance of the brain, spinal marrow, eye and placenta. The recent researches however of M. Fohmann, Panizza, Arnold, and some other continental anatomists, have shewn that this assertion is not strictly correct, and that it is to be received with certain limitations. The first of these authors has described and represented with great care numerous lymphatics in the membranes and on the surface of the brain, and also those of the umbilical cord and of the placenta. Arnold says that he has detected lymphatic vessels in several of the tissues of the eye; but this announcement has not certainly been confirmed by the dissections of others ; and, in the opinion of many, even the authority of M. Fohmann has not been deemed sufficient to establish the existence of lymphatics in the placenta. M. Panizza, for example, certainly one of the ablest writers on the absorbent system, confesses that he is not satisfied of the truth of this statement.
Leaving therefore these points of dispute, we shall now very briefly detail some of the most interesting and best ascertained facts, relative to the lymphatic system.
According to M. Breschet, the cellular tissue is the principal source or groundwork whence the lymphatic vessels take their origin; it is the soil, so to speak, in which their extreme roots strike and ramify.
If we observe lymphatics proceeding from, and seeming to arise out of, the substance of many organs of the body, it is because cellular tissue constitutes the basis and elementary component of these organs ; and hence we find that those very parts, into which the cellular tissue does not enter, are destitute of these vessels?as, for example, the nails, horns, the We thus encounter fresh difficulties at every part of the investigation ; and it is therefore much wiser to confess our total ignorance of the subject.
Nothing is of greater importance in all. physical researches than to acquire exactitude at every step of our investigation. Whenever we begin to frame hypotheses, unsupported by actual observation, merely for the purpose of giving a probable explanation of certain phenomena, we are almost sure to be bewildered in the mazes of our own making. We shall therefore leave the subject, on which we have been discoursing above, merely repeating our former statement that no anatomist has yet seen any open orifices of lymphatics in any structure of the body, either in man or in the lower tribes of animals.
We now proceed to another topic, in the history of the human lymphatic system, which has given rise to much difference of opinion. We have confessed our ignorance of the relation which exists between the capillaries of the sanguiferous and of the lymphatic systems. We now proceed to examine the development of the lymphatic vessels in the different classes of animals; and we shall here find that a knowledge of comparative anatomy is quite necessary to a correct understanding of the organization and functions of the human body.
The absorbent system, as indeed all the other systems of the body, is more extensively developed and more complicated in the higher animals, than in those lower in the scale.
In man it reaches its maximum of development. We shall briefly review the structure of this system in the different orders of vertebrate animals ; premising that no very distinct traces of its existence have been discovered in any of the invertebrate class.
In Fishes, the lymphatics were discovered and very accurately described by Dr Besides a sheath which they get from the derma, the horny atter supplies them also with a sheath, which covers them in the manner 0 a hood. This is very dense in the heel. The summit of the papillae is n?t perforated by any opening.
Our authors refer to the structure of the papillae in the whale?which they Say resemble those of man so closely as to make the same description applicable to both?as exhibiting their form and structure on an intelligible scale.
The papillae of the whale, then, spring from the derma in innumerable 
